
Dear Donors, 
 
Recently, a Mom who visits the library with her four-year-old told me 
that when he wants to come to ImagineIF, he says, “Mom, take me to 
my library.”  
 
His feeling of ownership at ImagineIF Libraries is no accident. As our 
new library director, Connie Behe, told me, “People think it’s magic, but 
a lot of well-researched, intentional work goes into making things feel 
so user-centric.” When you walk into ImagineIF everything is designed 
to make you feel welcome, from the layout to the self-check-out, from 
the open Wi-Fi to their no-late-fee policy. And while this may seem like 
merely good design, there’s a higher purpose- making people feel 
valued. 
  
That’s why it matters that ImagineIF Libraries have what they need to 
continue providing a place where we can all connect, create and 
explore. When we invest in ImagineIF, we reap the dividends. It’s not the 
library. It’s my library, your library, our library.  

 
Many thanks, 
Charlotte Housel  
Executive Director, ImagineIF Library Foundation 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Women Who Wine Giving 
Banquet - Red Lion Hotel , 
October 6, 5-9pm 

 Harvesting Network - 
Three Rivers Bank, October 
25, 5-7pm 

 Making Montana - Flathead 
Co. Fairgrounds Expo 
Building, February 15-16 

CONNECT.  CREATE.  EXPLORE. 
FALL 2018 

GET INVOLVED 
imagineiflibraryfoundation.org 
 
 GIVE. Donate to the 

foundation online. 

 VOLUNTEER. Inquire 
about board membership. 

 STAY IN TOUCH. Sign up 
for our newsletter. 



The Youth Services Staff at ImagineIF Libraries 
know that kids who don’t read over the summer 
return to school less ready to learn. Lower 
income students who lack access to summer 
learning opportunities tend to experience an 
additional two to three months of learning loss. 

This year, Summer Experience made sure that 
4,050 children and teens returned to their 
classrooms this September primed for success. 
By presenting a robust nine-week Summer 
Experience program, students get hands-on 
opportunities to explore science, technology, 
engineering art and math (STEAM). Our 2018 
program for children offered drop-in programs 
with explorations in the physics of light, color and 
sound; the science of aerodynamics; and the 
properties of water. Area children also visited a 
science museum right here in the Flathead Valley 
when SpectrUM Discovery Area brought their 
mobile science exhibit “Brain: A World Inside Your 
Head.” Participants dissected sheep brains, 
learned about brain waves, explored how the 

brain processes vision and examined specimen 
under a powerful microscope.  

Children challenged their minds all summer long 
in this dynamic setting thanks to our generous 
sponsor Applied Materials and donors like you. 
Without this support, Summer Experience, the 
only free, STEAM-focused summer enrichment 
program in the Valley, would not exist.  

WHAT YOU’VE FUNDED LATELY 

SUMMER EXPERIENCE SETS STUDENTS UP FOR SUCCESS IN SCHOOL 

Students explore the brain with SpectrUM Discovery.  

A student listens to her heartbeat. 



It’s a simple gift- a high quality 
board book, an egg-shaker, some 
literature on how to sing, read, and 
play with your new baby, and a 
library card but it makes a profound 
difference in the lives of those who 
receive it.  

For years, ImagineIF Libraries has 
partnered with the Flathead City-
County Health Department, WIC, 
and the Kalispell Regional Health 
Center NICU to provide early 
literacy kits to families in need. It 
serves as an invitation to a lifetime 
of learning, a guarantee that 
ImagineIF is there to support them 
and their children, and a confidence 
booster for caregivers. 

NICU nurses and our Youth Services 
librarians, both experts in early 
childhood development, agree that 
it’s crucial to read to very young children. The 
words a baby is exposed to have measurable 
effects on the development of young brains.  

That’s why ImagineIF spends donor dollars to 
provide Early Literacy Kits to 381 families last 
year, and are on track to reach even more 

families next year. NICU staff invites older siblings, 
who aren’t permitted to enter the NICU, to use the 
literacy kits to read to their newborn siblings via 
video chat, increasing their bond and helping 
older siblings feel involved during a sometimes 
difficult and isolating time.  

EARLY LITERACY KITS 
WELCOME  YOUNG 
READERS 

WHAT YOU’RE FUNDING NEXT 

A BEAUTIFUL SPACE FIRES 
THE IMAGINATION 

Did you know that donor gifts fund 
permanent interactive installations in the 

children’s area and art by local artists? This 
light table and painting are two examples. 

It’s donors like you who make the library 
such a vivid and engaging space for  

young explorers.  



Why is the library important to you, personally? 
Libraries have always been a place of possibility for us and we have great memories of our experiences 
as children in our libraries. But it isn't just nostalgia, libraries are as important now as they were 30 years 
ago. Access to information is increasingly important in our society.  

Why do you and your business invest in our community? 
We donate and support our community library because we love the way ImagineIF has changed with the 
times to stay relevant. We believe strongly that libraries are an essential public service and that access to 
knowledge and information is vital for our employees, our customers, and our children. As business 
owners it’s our responsibility to give back to our community and the organizations that make this an 
amazing place to live. 

What advice do you have for people who are considering supporting or getting involved with the 
ImagineIF Library Foundation? 
Do it! I joined the Foundation board six years ago because I wanted to get involved in the community and 
wasn't sure how. I didn’t have previous experience serving on a board and didn’t feel like I had anything 
particularly wonderful to offer but hoped I would find a way to give back to my community. Serving on 
the ImagineIF Library Foundation board was an amazing experience. I think maybe there’s something 
about libraries that just attracts wonderful people who are enthusiastic, thoughtful, and fun.  

Thank you! Finally, read any good books lately? 
Carla is enjoying Linwood Barclay and earlier this summer reread The Handmaid's Tale. Darin works hard 
to keep up with Harper’s and The New Yorker. 

It’s hard to overstate how much 
Carla and Darin Fisher have done 
for ImagineIF. From hosting Trivia 
at their business, Backslope 
Brewing in Columbia Falls, to 
providing the drinks at Loud at the 
Library to serving on our board 
and sponsoring our programs, the 
Fishers have championed the 
libraries for years.  

PROFILES IN      
       GENEROSITY 

PEOPLE ARE TALKING 
 New Director Takes Reigns at ImagineIF Libraries (Flathead Beacon) 
 Libraries and Other Cornerstones of the Community (Erica Wirtala, 

The Daily Interlake At Home) 
 To Restore Civil Society, Start With the Library (The New York Times) 

https://flatheadbeacon.com/2018/08/11/new-director-takes-reins-imagineif-libraries/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/08/opinion/sunday/civil-society-library.html

