
Dear Donors, 

Spring has sprung, and this year at my house, that means chicks. 

While we waited for their adult feathers to come in, they stayed in a 
stock tank in our basement under a heat lamp. At least, that’s where 
they were supposed to stay. Instead, they often escaped and roamed 
the basement. We’d find them crouched under the hutch or exploring 
the laundry basket. 

Whenever I heard their excited chirping, I couldn’t help but be 
reminded of the commotion I see every week at ImagineIF’s Early 
Literacy Classes. It’s the sound of discovery and freedom and 
exuberance! I love watching 30 or 40 young people stretching the 
wings of their imaginations at those classes, because, like our chicks, 
they’re learning how to navigate the world on their own terms. Everyone 
deserves a place to roam and push boundaries. That’s why I’m grateful 
for our libraries. (Because my basement is not a particularly enriching 
environment for young learners, fowl or human.) 

Thank you, donors and supporters, for making sure that everyone has a 
place to explore. 

Sincerely, 
Charlotte Housel  
Executive Director, ImagineIF Library Foundation 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Intellectual Freedom Q&A 
ImagineIF Kalispell -June 24, 6-7pm 
ImagineIF CFalls -July 8, 6-7pm 
ImagineIF Bigfork -July 10, 6-7pm 

 Tuesday Toasts with     
Flathead Lake Brewing Co.  
July 23, 5-9pm 

 Diggin’ Dinos with Carter   
County Museum 
ImagineIF Kalispell -July 16, 10am-5pm 
ImagineIF CFalls -July 17, 10am-5pm 
Bethany Lutheran Church ARK Building, 
Bigfork -July 17, 10am-12pm  

CONNECT.  CREATE.  EXPLORE. 
SUMMER 2019 

GET INVOLVED 
imagineiflibraryfoundation.org 
 
 GIVE. Donate to the 

foundation online. 

 VOLUNTEER. Inquire 
about board membership. 

 STAY IN TOUCH. Sign up 
for our newsletter. 



This past February, 1,305 students and 1,065 
members of the public poured through the doors 
of the Flathead Fairgrounds Expo Center to get a 
feel for the local careers of today and tomorrow 
at Making Montana. They were greeted by a 
virtual welding demonstration from FVCC, a 
drone flight cage and simulator from Birds Eye of 
Big Sky, and 51 other makers and manufacturers 
with hands-on demonstrations of the tech and 
skills that make their trades possible.  

Making Montana is a perfect example of how 
libraries are helping to connect the emerging 
workforce with new ways into the marketplace, 
new skills, and new jobs. Modern libraries are not 
focused solely on collection- they are nexuses 
for creation, where equipment, facilities and 
technology enable the public to further 
entrepreneurship and innovation. Donor support 
helps make this event possible. 

The event has value for everyone who 
participates. For manufactures, it helps them 
recruit new talent.  “All of our time was well 

spent. We are a young organization and this is 
just the kind of networking we need,” said a 
presenter. A student was inspired by all the 
possibilities presented, saying “It’s great as a 
senior because it’s motivating and gets the 
creative juices flowing.” And teachers leave more 
equipped to prepare students for 21st Century 
jobs- 92% agreed that as a result of participating 
in the Manufacturing and Technology Expo, they 
can tell students about 'Maker' skills that are 
important for success in manufacturing.  

WHAT YOU’VE FUNDED LATELY 

MAKING MONTANA BIGGER THAN EVER 

Nathan Brown of Full Throttle Robotics brings hands on hydraulics machines that he and kids build out of syringes, zip ties, lego wheels and 
other repurposed items.  

During the Code Girls United “Minnow Tank,” teams of middle-school 
girls pitch apps they developed to solve real world problems. 



What’s better than a great party? A great party for 
a great cause, of course, and that’s what took 
place on March 15th this year. More than 200 of 
you packed ImagineIF Kalispell for a night of 
dancing to the music of Zino and the Bel Aires and 
celebrating our incredible ImagineIF Libraries. 
Because of your generosity, we raised $22,045 to 
fund programs for children, teens and adults. 

This year, board member Beth Steele borrowed 
some lighting from FHS to create a dance floor on 
the library’s second floor. Board member Kelli 
Higgins coordinated art students and teachers at 
FHS to design and build a Little Free Library for 
auction. And an exciting bidding war between two 
local breweries sent two vintage card catalogs to 
new homes at the Doherty house in Kalispell and 

the Fisher home in Columbia Falls.  

One reveler, Jandy Cox, remarked the next day 
that the library has the best collection…of 
supporters. And it’s true. Part of what makes this 
party so fun is that attendees share a love of 
intellectual freedom, expression and community 
enrichment.  

Loud is made possible by local businesses who 
value ImagineIF as much as you do, like our title 
sponsor Class One Technologies. Many thanks to 
our sponsors Rocky Mountain Bank, Whitefish 
Credit Union, Glacier Bank, Freedom Bank, 
PayneWest Insurance, Insty Prints, Murphy’s Wine 
and Liquor, the Flathead Beacon, Far West Boat 
Tours, CTA Architects and Engineers, Airworks, 
and J2 Business Products. 

LOUD AT THE LIBRARY 2019 RAISES MOST FUNDS IN OUR 10 YEAR HISTORY! 

WHAT YOU’RE FUNDING NEXT 

THE FUTURE HOME OF 
IMAGINEIF BIGFORK 

The Foundation has purchased this 6,000 sq ft 
building and property from Bethany Lutheran 

Church and is in the quiet phase of a capital 
campaign to transform it into the beautiful, 

modern library that Bigfork deserves. 

Email charlotte@imagineiflibraryfoundation if 
you’d like to be a part of this exciting project.  

Our new home awaits renovation. 

The future home of ImagineIF Bigfork. 



Why is the library important to you, personally? 
We understand that the purpose of our public libraries is to provide resources and services and 
programs at no or low cost to the public.  The library meets the needs of individuals and groups for 
education, information, and personal development.  We believe that our libraries reflect the health and 
heart of our communities They strengthen our community and, in turn, it serves to benefit Park Side 
Credit Union staff and members.   

Why do you and your business invest in our community? 
We believe that “doing good is good business”.  By contributing to our community, we can also grow our 
membership. As a not-for-profit credit union, we align ourselves with our area nonprofits.  By doing this, 
we receive the kind of positive feedback and recognition that promotes our continued growth.  We also 
encourage personal growth within Park Side. We offer 24 hours of paid community involvement to all our 
staff so they can volunteer for what they are most passionate about.   

What advice do you have for people who are considering supporting or getting involved with the 
ImagineIF Library Foundation? 
ImagineIF Libraries provides so much value to our communities.  Tax dollars alone can’t keep up with the 
growing needs for library services in this valley.  After school programs for working families, learning 
centers for job training and professional development, clubs and makerspace, and connections for our 
elderly population, are just some of the services. Libraries are community hubs that provide essential 
services like internet access to the underserved.  Everyone can and should help grow this wonderful 
community resource.   

Thank you! Finally, read any good books lately? 
With close to 100 employees, tastes in literature vary!  We have lots of young families reading everything 
from Charlotte’s Web to Diary of a Wimpy Kid.  We have folks reading science fiction like Dune and 
Fahrenheit 451, and folks who like non-fiction on personal growth like Brene’ Brown’s Daring Greatly.  
Personally, a few of my recent favorites are The Last Days of Night, The Devil in the White City, and Love 
in the Time of Cholera.        

Park Side Credit Union stands out 
for their generosity to local causes. 
For years, they’ve been sustaining 
donors of ImagineIF Libraries, 
whether that’s sponsoring events, 
funding Summer Experience, 
paying for Early Literacy Kits or 
helping to make our Annual Appeal 
a success. This year, they stepped 
up yet again to fund a donor match 
for Flathead Gives. 

PROFILES IN      
       GENEROSITY 

imagineiflibraryfoundation.org 


